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MLK Celebration 
Presented by Peer Multicultural Educators 
 
January 16, 2018 11:25am – 12:30pm 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy proudly hosts its fifth 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration to honor the ideals of Dr. King: 
freedom, justice, equality, and world peace. 
 
Black National Anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing” - Mod 21 
Opening Remarks – Dr. Jose Torres 
Introduction of Student Demonstration- PME 
Demonstration - IMSA Students 
Thank you to Candice Abioye for creating student skit 
Introduction of Keynote Speaker- Dr. Robert Hernandez 
Keynote Speaker – Professor Twyla Blackmond Larnell 
Closing Remarks - Dr. Adrienne Coleman 
 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Celebration 
 
Twyla Blackmond Larnell ‘02 
 
 
 
Professor Blackmond Larnell’s research and teaching interests are in the areas 
of state, local, and urban politics, with a specific focus on racial politics, public 
policy, and community and economic development. Her dissertation, “Policy 
Network Theory of Local Governance: Organizational Structure of Decision-
Making Networks as a Determinant of Policy,” explores two theories of 
governance (urban regime theory and policy network theory) to explain how 
the membership structure of decision-making networks influences the policies 
that cities select, specifically in the area of local economic development. 
Additional areas of research include minority political representation and the 
impact of emergency financial managers on municipal fiscal distress. Professor 
Blackmond Larnell has been published in Urban Affairs Review and American 
Review of Public Administration. 
																																														
																																																																				 						 	
	
MLK Celebration 
Presented by Peer Multicultural Educators 
 
January 16, 2018 11:25am – 12:30pm 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy proudly hosts its fifth 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration to honor the ideals of Dr. King: 
freedom, justice, equality, and world peace. 
 
Black National Anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing” - Mod 21 
Opening Remarks – Dr. Jose Torres 
Introduction of Student Demonstration- PME 
Demonstration - IMSA Students 
Thank you to Candice Abioye for creating student skit 
Introduction of Keynote Speaker- Dr. Robert Hernandez 
Keynote Speaker – Professor Twyla Blackmond Larnell 
Closing Remarks - Dr. Adrienne Coleman 
 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Celebration 
 
Twyla Blackmond Larnell ‘02 
 
 
 
Professor Blackmond Larnell’s research and teaching interests are in the areas 
of state, local, and urban politics, with a specific focus on racial politics, public 
policy, and community and economic development. Her dissertation, “Policy 
Network Theory of Local Governance: Organizational Structure of Decision-
Making Networks as a Determinant of Policy,” explores two theories of 
governance (urban regime theory and policy network theory) to explain how 
the membership structure of decision-making networks influences the policies 
that cities select, specifically in the area of local economic development. 
Additional areas of research include minority political representation and the 
impact of emergency financial managers on municipal fiscal distress. Professor 
Blackmond Larnell has been published in Urban Affairs Review and American 
Review of Public Administration. 
